
EAST ROCHESTER ZONING BOARD MINUTES 

 

PLACE:  317 Main Street, East Rochester Village Offices 

DATE:  January 20, 2015 

TIME:  7:00pm 

 

PRESENT:      NOT PRESENT: 

Frank Barbero, Chairman    Tony Gonzalez, Member   

Devin Vosburgh, Member                                                       Eric Schoenhardt, Member 

Margot Gilhart, Member                                                          Gary Smith, Parrone Engineering 

Jason Steel, Alternate Member      

                     

David Smith, Building Inspector 

David Mayer, Village Attorney  

Jennifer Raymond, Recording Secretary    

              

Frank Barbero called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.  

Jason Steel participated as a voting alternate member. 

 

1st Item on the Agenda:   

336 Filbert Place, parcel #152.31-1-19. Owner Shawna Nelson presented seeking a Use Variance to 

harbor more than two dogs. She currently owns two small dogs and has gotten a third small puppy 

for her daughter.  

 

David Smith explained to Ms. Nelson and the Board that right now the Town is in the process of 

changing the Town Code so that a Special Use Permit rather than a Use Variance for harboring more 

than two dogs can be issued. A variance stays with the property forever, whereas a Special Use 

Permit is granted to the individual and can be taken away if there are any problems with having 

more than two dogs (violations and/or complaints). The Town attorney is currently working on the 

language for the code change and then the Town Board votes on the proposed changes at their 

monthly meeting. It is anticipated that the Town Board will approve this change. After that, it goes 

to the Department of State for approval. Once approved, it will be officially entered into the Town 

Code Book (approximately a 6 month process).  

 

Devin Vosburgh made a motion to table this application pending the outcome of the Town Board’s 

decision to change this to a Special Use Permit and for the Zoning Board not to consider a variance 

at this time. Margot Gilhart seconded the motion. Voting was 4-0, all in favor.   

 

Mr. Smith explained to Ms. Nelson that the Town will take no further action until the code is revised 

by the Town Board. The Zoning Board will contact her to submit an application to go before the 

Planning Board for a Special Use Permit after the code has been changed (no charge to her). 

 

Margot Gilhart asked Ms. Nelson about the other two dogs and about the size of the yard.  



  

2nd Item on the Agenda: 

117 West Commercial Street, parcel # 139.77-4-41 Morabito Law Office.  David Morabito is seeking 

a variance to have a greater number of signs than Town Code 193-19 A allows. Mr. Morabito is 

proposing to install a new 8’ x 2’ wall-mounted sign on the front of the building, over the second 

story windows, and to maintain the existing window signage and the existing awning with the 

company name on it.  

 

No one appeared at the meeting on January 20, 2015 to present the project to the Zoning Board.  

Jason Steele made a motion to table the application until the February 17, 2015 Zoning Board 

meeting. 

Margot Gilhart seconded the motion. Voting was 4-0, all in favor.  

Old Business: 

David Smith told the Board that the Building Department had received a phone call from a 

contractor stating that they are now the new assigned contractor for Stanley Slade’s project for 

Despatch Junction at 100 Station Road. Later in the day, the department received another phone 

call from the original contractor saying they were still doing work for Mr. Slade. Both callers stated 

that they will not be constructing the building with a basement. They further stated that a shed or 

out-house is going to be used for storage instead. Mr. Smith told them that once construction of the 

principal structure is complete, Mr. Slade will have to come back before the Planning Board for 

approval for a proposed auxiliary structure. He also reminded them that completion of construction 

must be by Memorial Day in order to have zoning grand-fathered for commercial use (retail) and 

location (lot line setbacks and number of parking spaces).  

 

New Business: 

Jennifer Raymond reminded the board members that an e-mail had been sent out in case anyone 

else needed to sign up for a training class in order to complete the 4 required credit hours.  

 

Frank Barbero informed the Board that Mike Russo has submitted his resignation as an alternate 

member and that the Town would be looking for a new alternate member. 

 

Margot Gilhart made a motion to approve the November 25, 2014 meeting minutes. Devin 

Vosburgh seconded the motion. Voting was 4-0, all in favor.  

 

Devin Vosburgh made a motion to adjourn. Jason Steele seconded the motion. Voting was 4-0, all in 

favor. The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 pm.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Jennifer Raymond 

Recording Secretary 


