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Deputy Mayor
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Trustees
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Administrator
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Upcoming Dates

Public Meeting
April 9, 7:30 pm

Business Meeting
April 13, 7:30 pm

Planning Board*

April 14, 7:00 pm

Zoning Board*
April 21, 7:00 pm

* you must have a pending
application and be on the
agenda to participate.

How to Reach Us

Village of East Rochester
120 West Commercial St
East Rochester, NY 14445

Office Hours
8:30 am to 4:30 pm
Monday through Friday

Department of
Motor Vehicles visits
every Wednesday
10:00 am to 3:30 pm

Phone 586-3553
Fax 586-4792

Next Bulk refuse
pickup
The week of April 6,
2009

How to get by in uncertain economic times

The village of East Rochester has like many other towns and villages in New York
State have some major hurdles to overcome as we begin the start of a new fiscal
year.

The Mayor, Board and staff remain positive as the nation’s economic situation con-
tinues to unfold. We have applied for funding to New York State to receive a portion
of the $24.6 Billion in aid from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of
2009. These stimulus package dollars will assist us with the much needed financial
resources to aid in the upgrade of our infrastructure. What impacts will have on
East Rochester remains uncertain at this time.

We have no idea what impact the volatile banking industry or the stock markets will
have on East Rochester when it comes to the sale of new and used homes, or the
construction of homes or businesses in our community. The continued need for
commercial and residential growth in East Rochester will impact our plan for the
future.

Another concern related to town spending will depend on this season’s weather.
Continues storms and a 15% increase in salt prices are contributing factors. Right
now we have exceeded our budgeted allotment for plowing and salting for the first
time in more than 10 years. However, should Mother Nature decide to send us
more snow than we expect, that will stretch the budget of our department of public
works. More winter storms will require more runs by village plows to keep roads
cleared of snow, plus the extra use of road salt. However, you know what people say
about weather, that it is unpredictable.

The cost of diesel fuel has declined over the past few months as oil prices have
fallen amid concerns over our global economy. However, those fuel prices could in-
crease without warning, imposing an even greater financial strain on the village’s
budget.

Fred Ricci retires, again !

He really means it this time. For over 36 years, Fred Ricci has lived and worked in
East Rochester, first as a school teacher and finally as a returning Village
Administrator. From his English teaching days in East Rochester to his
involvement in developing the East Rochester Youth Activity Center, Mr. R. was
inspired by the children. "Kids inspire hope, hope that a conscientious adult can
make a difference."

He certainly has tried to make a difference, and has some advice for those who
want to continue in his steps. "Learn all you can about the people who live
here. Don't ever take for granted that one small community is like any other.
Running for office or serving on a committee is something to put on a resume, but
unless you know and respect the people you are trying to help, you're wasting your
time. Also, don't work for a community if you expect gratitude. People don't often
know how something came to be."

The children in the community don't know it (and their parents may not, either)
but they owe Mr. Ricci a great deal.
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ER Department
of Public Works

Since East Rochester is a walking school district,
during the school year, someone else is plowing
our sidewalks, at least most of the time. However,
if the mini-plows do not show up, or snow falls
during the day and night before they may get to
your area, do you know whose responsibility the
snow removal is? You, the homeowner, or the
occupant of the ground floor of the apartment you
rent, are responsible. Even though the Village
tries to make sure roads and sidewalks are clear,
if they miss a spot, liability falls to the occupant of
the business or residence. Please protect yourself
and our citizens by making sure the sidewalks are
free of snow and ice (especially BLACK ice) before
you leave your home. Also, please make sure you
do not sweep or shovel snow from sidewalks onto
the road. That causes dangerous conditions for
all.

While we're thinking about it, and before that next
cup of cocoa, please make sure the fire hydrants
are clear. When the firefighters need to save your
home, minutes count.

In a related topic, during the summer months,
keeping lawns within regulation heights makes
our community more pleasing to look at, but leav-
ing grass clippings all over the sidewalks nullifies
all that work. Please make sure to sweep the clip-
pings off the sidewalks to keep our village looking
neat and cared for.

If you have any questions or suggestions, please
call the building department at 385-3513. Thank
you.

East Rochester Youth
Activity Center

The East Rochester Youth Activity Center (ERYAC) un-
der a Grant through Rochester works will be placing
youth at area businesses this summer. This is a great
opportunity for businesses to take on summer help at
no additional cost to them. For more information
please call Barb Maine at 586-1003.

East Rochester youth wrote two YAR Grants. One to
provide 36 Christmas stockings for senior citizens in
December and the other funded a "Peer Pressure Fair"
which taught youth in a fun way about peer pressure
that is related to alcohol and drugs. For more infor-
mation on hours, programs and more please call 586-
1003.

Check our web page out to learn more about the ER-
YAC.

GreenER plans for 2008

Visit the New Village Web
Site

The Village Web site has now been active for just over a
month. We would again like to thank village resident Erick
Ovando for spearheading this important project. The village
staff continues to update and add to the site on a daily basis.
We will soon be adding the annual budget information and
minutes from the monthly board meetings. The Channel 12
link feature is now active as well as the New Video Tour
Book. Please bookmark this site as a favorite or set the village
web site as your default, www.eastrochester.org. If you have
questions, please use the Contact Us section on the main

page.

Last year, a small group of dedicated citizens volunteered to
organize a drive to collect computer monitors, old televisions
and other bulky items. Two and a half truckloads of materials
were recycled instead of being sent to the landfill. This year
on June 6 and October 3, you will have the opportunity to
help in more than one way. You may volunteer to assist or
you may bring your computers, cell phones, cd players, fax
machines, copiers and other items on June 6 to the Village
Parking lot near the Village Office. There is a small fee of
$10 per television and $5 per monitor. Please do not bring
refrigerators, microwaves or other household appli-

ances. Paper shredding (by US Shreds) may be a new service
offered this year; details will follow.

The GreenER task force hopes to reduce what the Village
puts in the landfill and therefore create a cleaner environment
for us and our kids. The committee is interested in generating
ideas that are good for the environment and our wallets. With
your help, they will be able to expand on what was started
last year. The committee needs volunteers to help with the
recycling events and to join them in their quest for a cleaner,
GREENER ER! Anyone interested in joining the commit-
tee can call Janice at 387-8911.

Save the Date: Mayor Jason Koon The Second Annual
Village Clean Sweep will be held on Saturday June 6,
2009. More information will be available on the web site.
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Library Activities

During chilly winter months, there is nothing so com-
forting as snuggling up in a comfy chair with a cozy af-
ghan, a purring cat and a thrilling book. Children in
East Rochester are learning that from the staff at the
Public Library. Every month, they come into the library
and find a party linked to reading. Miss Nancy (the chil-
dren's librarian) scheduled a monthly party with themes
of "cookie house", pajama party with local author Mar-
sha Hayles, American Girl Doll, (March) Home Alone
Safety, (April) Science Program, Fun Formulas and
Maximum Ride vs. Alex Rider Book discussion. All they
require for this is pre-registration in age-appropriate
program.

Regularly scheduled programs for various age groups
are listed

here: Drop in
babies' fun

time: children 6
months - 24
months: Monday
mornings at 9:45,
March 26, 23,

30. Drop in story
time for children
S - 7 years

old: Mondays at
3:15: March 23,
30. Drop in story
time for children
2 - 4 years

old: Thursdays
at 10:30 am,
March 19, 26 and April 2.

Adults can participate in book discussions which are led
by Danette the third Thursday of each month at 7:00
pm. April's selection is Crashing Through by Robert
Kurson. Copies of the books are available either at the
meetings or at the library during the month prior to the
discussion.

Allen Sparrow-16 yrs old
Please help Allen receive what we all take
for granted

Local boy who is in need of help!!
He is in need of a Stem Cell Transplant, the only problem is he and
his mother will have to live in Chicago for 3 months while receiving
this very intensive treatment at the Northwestern Medical Hospital.
He is UNABLE to receive this treatment in any area hospital as his
illness Systemic Scleroderma is very rare. Routine doctor visits are
done usually out of the area and get very costly as well. Funding
alone will be over $16,000 dollars.

Allen was diagnosed with Diffuse Systemic Scleroderma a couple of
days before he turned 13. Systemic Scleroderma is an autoimmune
disease that in Allen’s case has attacked his entire body.

It tightens up your skin and has affected his internal organs as well. He has
lung involvement and esophagus issues. This illness can be fatal if it at-
tacks the kidneys and the heart. He has have had to seek Medical attention
elsewhere. This recommendation by Allen’s doctors at Strong Memorial is
because this illness is so rare especially in children; they don’t know the
best treatment for him. We have doctors in Washington DC, Albany NY
and now in Chicago Illinois. Allen also suffers from Reynaud’s and Mixed
Connective Tissue Disease.

Before the onset of this illness Allen lived a normal childhood life. He
played basketball, wrestled, and did all the fun things a typical boy would
and could do. As his illness began, there was more and more he found
himself not being able to do on a daily basis. The Scleroderma set in so
quickly he had no time to prepare for this to happen. Even if he could
prepare, how easy is it to give up everything you like to do? He can no
longer ride a bike, play basketball, wrestle, run, ride rides at the amuse-
ment park, bowl, and just has a hard time with all his daily living functions.
Not many people know this, but Allen has been living with a broken arm
for 2 years now. He lives every day to the fullest of his ability. Allen goes
to school daily despite all his appointments and how much medication he
takes. He takes 22 pills a day. He takes Culinary at the Foreman Center
and lives for that! He was told that he should look for a new career as he
wouldn’t make it in the Chef business because of the deformity in his
hands caused by the Reynaud’s and the Scleroderma. He is out to prove
them wrong. He has hopes and dreams of his own. Allen has received
several awards in Culinary for excellence and he is very proud, as | am of
him!!!

Allen has a hard time doing what we all take for granted every day. Get-
ting dressed, getting on the bus, in and out of a car is a great deal for him
which he needs assistance in doing. No medications or therapies seem to
have helped thus far. Allen has been going to PT for the last 3 years, has
been on Methotrexate injections and received Cytoxan Chemotherapy as
well for several months for his lungs. It has come to 3 specialists telling us
that Allen is a great candidate for a stem cell transplant. However, they
wouldn’t do the stem cell transplant in New York State. Different factors
made going to Chicago the closest and BEST place for Allen to be. They
DO NOT use any type of radiation. It’s a long process and very expensive
BUT is Allen’s one true hope for an extended life and not losing out on the
rest of what life has to offer for him.

ANY and all donations are GREATLY appreciated!! THANK YOU

Please help Allen receive what we all take for granted
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New Police Chief hits the ground running

ERYAC is looking for your help

Throughout the media scrutiny surrounding the
2008 bus accident as Acting Chief of Police, John
Tando thought he did pretty well as spokesperson
for East Rochester. However, on January 2, after
he was sworn in as Chief, he turned around and
saw the Board room filled to overflowing with
friends, relatives, cameras
and village officials and was
speechless. "It was a great
feeling, but a little intimidat-
ing," he said.

The next months are certain |
to be a test for the new '
Chief, with assessors coming to assure the depart-
ment accreditation is meeting guidelines (reviews
are scheduled every five years), budgets to trim,
personnel to manage, a community to engage, and
a major exam to pass. He's accustomed to chal-
lenges thanks to his nineteen years as a police of-
ficer, but managing a police department brings a
new set of duties.

Accreditation assures that 132 state standards are
met; procedures followed in minute detail so that
citizens are treated fairly, officers are trained cor-
rectly, and administration of the department is
equal to the best in the state. Fewer than 20% of
all police departments meet the New York State
standards.

Chief Tando will not sacrifice safety for budget
concerns, but actively searches for ways to con-
serve resources. For example, he notes, "You
won't always see police cars needlessly run-
ning. I've advised the force that unless they have
a good reason, they must turn off the engine to
conserve fuel."

An East Rochester native, Tando has a long his-
tory with many of the people he now must com-
mand as Chief. It's a delicate balance, and he ap-
preciates the support he receives from others in
his position.

Workshops guide him and his officers in how to
deal with the public and each other. All police offi-
cers are trained in first aid, including the use of
AEDs. Extras such as meeting with senior citi-
zens, reading to elementary school children, car
seat safety workshops and the bike rodeo are part
of a very busy schedule he must coordinate.

The East Rochester Youth Activity Center, located at
242 W. Commercial Street, is celebrating its 10 year
anniversary this year. Director Barb Maine has led the
youth of ER in finding that service to the community
adds to their character while helping their village. Over
150 students
a year attend
the Center; a
safe, super-
vised place
where they
meet and so-
cialize with
their

peers. The
Center is en-
tirely funded
by grants
and private
donations.

In 2008, the Center provided youth with opportunities
to serve the community in many ways. Students wrote
and executed two Youth as Resource grants. East
Rochester youth wrote a YAR Grant for "The Women's
Care Center". The goal of the grant is to help women
who are in an unwanted pregnancy. The ERYAC is
looking for new or slightly used baby clothes Birth to
18 months.

During the summer of 2008 youth and senior citizens
were again matched up and went door to door, identify-
ing dogs to be licensed in East Rochester. Youth
washed police cars and ambulances, and the students
also entertained adults with disabilities through the
School of the Holy Childhood adult program. The par-
ticipants played games and had lunch with our

youth. In the fall, when the library hosted "Country
Days", two youths helped out. Youth decorated Quinzi
Lodge, ran games, assisted with crafts and cleaned up
after the Community Halloween party, held at Eyer
Park. This party is attended by pre-schoolers and their
families.

Through Rochester Works! students learn skills which
may assist them in finding employment after high
school. Some students complete a training program
called Digital Afternoon, which teaches computer liter-
acy, and others work at local businesses and for the
Village itself.

Please call the Center at 586-1003 for more informa-
tion or to donate time, money or find out what else you
can do for the Youth Activity Center.




