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ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS – VARIANCE QUESTIONNAIRE   
 
These responses will assist the Zoning Board of Appeals to weigh the benefit to the applicant 
against the detriment to the health, safety and welfare of the neighborhood or community if the 
variance is granted.  
 
In granting a variance, the Zoning Board of Appeals shall grant the minimum variance that is 
necessary and adequate and at the same time preserve and protect the character of the 
neighborhood and the health, safety and welfare of the community.  
 
Area Variance 
 
1. How will the variance affect nearby properties? 
 

Identify any physical, environmental and/or “quality-of-life” impacts that may result from 
granting the variance.  
 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. How will the variance change the character of the neighborhood? 
 
 _________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. Are there any practical alternatives to the requested variance that would provide a similar 

benefit? 
 
 _________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. Is the requested variance substantial in relation to the zoning requirement? 
 
 _________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. Is the need for the variance self-created?  (This consideration will not necessarily preclude 
the granting of the area variance.)  ________ Yes  ________ No   

 
 Please explain: 
 
 _________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Use Variance  
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals may not grant a use variance unless the applicant provides 
evidence of financial hardship as a result of the existing zoning requirements.  
 
Please answer each of the following questions. 
 
1. Can the property yield a reasonable return from a permitted use?  ______ Yes  ______No 
 

If not, please provide competent financial evidence to demonstrate a lack of return.   
 
Please explain:  
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Is the hardship unique to the property in question or is it common to a substantial portion of 

the zoning district or neighborhood? 
 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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3. How would the requested use variance affect the character of the neighborhood? 
 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. Is the hardship self-created?  ______ Yes  ______No   Please explain: 
 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Prepared By: _____________________________________________ 
 
Date: ___________________________________ 


